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FOR  THE  YEAR  194  5 

0  F  T  H  E 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


..jO- —  0— — 0*‘-  ..0-»-0  — 


V 


Public  Health  Department, 


Town  Hall, 


TYLDESLEY, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Heal th  C oirnni 1 1 e e . 

Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  eighteenth  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1946, 

Industrial  employment  continues  to  be  good,  though  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  unemployment  due  to  unsettled  conditions  following 
demobilisation.  Overcrowding  is  still  very  acute,  aggravated  by  war 
marriages  and  married  sons  and  daughters  continuing  to  live  with’  their 
pa.rents , 


The  health  of  the  town  still  continues  to  be  good  and  there 
are  no  outstanding  features,  and  no  epidemics  of  infectious  disease. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are  still  Heart  disease.  Cancer  and  Intra¬ 
cranial  Vascular  Lesions  in  the  order  given.  The  number  of  deaths 
recorded  is  223,  giving  a  rate  of  13.0  deaths  per  1,000  of  the 
population  compared  with  205  in  1944  with  a  rate  of  11,96.  The  birth 
rate  shows  a  further  increase,  329  being  notified  giving  a  rate  of 
19,2  per  1,000  as  compared  with  315  end  a  rate  of  18,57  in  1944.  The 
infantile  death  rate  is  57  per  1,000  live  births  under  one  year  of  age 
which  is  the  same  as  last  year. 

The  number  of  Diphtheria  cases  is  8  compared,  with  16  in  1944. 
Scarlet  Fever  and  "hooping  Cough  cases  show  a  slight  increase  at  56  and 
28  respectively  compared  with  37  and  8  in  1944.  Measles  cases  were 
126  as  compared  with  199  in  1944. 

69  cases  were  admitted  to  Astley  Sanatorium  from  this  Authority 

during  the  year. 

The  ladies  Voluntary  Committee  have  again  rendered  very 
valuable  assistance  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  and  I 
am  grateful  for  their  services  so  cheerfully  rendered.  I  am.  also 
greatly  indebted  to  the  Departmental  Staff  especially  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  the  Officers  of  other  departments  for  their  continued 
help  and  kindly  assistance  during  the  past  year,  also  the  Council  for 
their  favourable  consideration  to  suggestions  made. 

I  am ,  Gent  1  emen , 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


T.  E,  FLITCR0FT, 


August,  1946, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


5,173. 


Area  (in  acres) 


R  E  P  0^  R  T 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population  (mid  1945) 

Population  (Census  1931) 

Rateable  Value 


17,130. 

19,432. 

£77,390. 


Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


£30  5  nett, 


VITAL  STATISTICS, 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  M.  '  F. 

314.  159 .  155.  Birth  Rate  per  lj000) 

15.  5.  10.  estimated  population) 

1945,  )  19.2 

329.  164,  165.  '  — — 

15.  6.  9.  Rate  per  1,000  total) 

(live  o 3  still) births )  43. 


Deaths 


223.  118.  105.  Death  Rate  per  1,000) 

estimated  population)  13 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 


Deaths.  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

total  (live  &  still)  births. 


Puerperal  &  post  absortive  sepsis  IT i  1 

Other  maternal  causes  Nil 

Total  Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Death  Rate^ofJ.nfants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  57, 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  60. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  32. 

"  Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  10. 

Non  -p  ulmon  ary 

n  "  Measles 

"  "  Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age  3. 


-  2  - 


■■ 


17,130 


Population  for  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate 


Per  1,000  of  estimated  population 


i 


I  -----  " 

Live 

i  •birthrate.' 

j  *  ' 

( 

i 

Crude 

deathrate 

Death  rate  from- 
tuberculosis  of- 
respiratory  ’ 

system. 

Death  rate , 
from 

cancer. 

Rate  of 
deaths  under 
one  year 
per  1,000 
live  births. 

Mean  of  5  years 

1944  -  1945 

16.2.  • 

12.1. 

0  ..37. 

1.78. 

58. 

1944 

i 

18.3.  ; 

11.9. 

0.23. 

1.86. 

57. 

\  1945 

!: 

I 

19.2.  ; 

13.0. 

0,58. 

1.86, 

57. 

Increase  or  decrease 
in  1945  on  5  years’ 
average  1940-1945.', 

3.0. 

(.0.9. 

0.21.  ; 

■0,08, 

-  1. 

Previous  Year 

0.9.  • 

■  1.1. 

0.35. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

England  &  Wales 

16.1.  ' 

11.4. 

46. 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

,  i 


Per  1,000  live 
bi  rth  s 

Per  1,000  total  (live 
&  still)  births 

i 

1 

Mean  of  5  years  1940-1945 

• 

00 

e 

4.60. 

i 

\ 

i 

1944 

Nil. 

Nil. 

_ t 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1945 
5  years  average  1940-1945 

on  • 

-  4.84. 

-  4.60. 

• 

i  Previous  Year 

Nil. 

Nil , 

England  &  Wales 

1 

i 

- 

1.79, 
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A  further  eight  cases  were  admitted  to  Isolation 
Hospital,  but  the  original  diagnosis  was  not 

confi rmed . 


•  .-■*>  . 


I 


i 


i 


SANITARY  CLRCUWSTANCES  OF  TJM!  ARENL 

Swimming  Baths „ 

A  public  svrimming  bath  is  owned  by  the  Council  and  I  must  again 
draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  has  no  filtration  plant  of  any 
description.  The  bath  is  old  and  totally  inadequate  for  present  day 
needs.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  this  Department,  following  un¬ 
satisfactory  water  analyses,  hand  chlorination  of  the  water  is  carried 
out  at  frequent  intervals. 

The  Bath’s  Superintendent  has  been  provided  with  a  testing 
outfit  for  estimating  the  residual  of  free  chlorine  in  the  water. 

The  hand  cholorination  method,  is  at  the  best,  a  doubtful 
expedient  and  one  that  cannot  be  commended  indefinitely.  The  only 
satisfactory  remedy  is  the  provision  of  an  up  to  date  bath  with  a  modern 
system  of  filtration. 

Water  Supply. 

The  wator  supply  is  obtained  in  bulk  by  agreement,  from  the 
Manchester  Corporation,  and  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
Representations  were  made  upon  one  occasion  to  the  supplying  authority 
regarding  over-chlorination  of  the  water  which  was  quickly  remedied. 

No  examinations  either  bacteriological  or  chemical  have  been 
carried  out  on  behalf  of  this  authority  during  the  year. 

There  are  still  a  few  isolated  houses  without  a  piped  supply, 
these  are  chiefly  situated  in  an  isolated  part  of  the  district  and  the 
dwellings  are  confined  to  temporary  structures  occupied  in  connection 
with  small  holdings  of  agricultural  land. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE , 


Mi dwi f e ry  S  e rvi c  e  s . 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority  under 
the  Midwives  Act,  1936,  and  the  following  is  a  list  of  County  Midwives 
practising  in  the  district 

Mrs.  E.  Baker,  171,  Sale  Lane,  Tyldesley. 

Mrs.  E,  J.  Bevan,  181,  Sale  Lane,  Tyldesley. 

Mrs.  M.  Cocker,  366,  Manchester  Road,  Astley. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  'welfare  Work  is  controlled  by  a  Joint 
Committee  comprised  of  the  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
co-opted  Lady  Members  nominated  by  the  Council,  There  is  also  a 
Voluntary  Committee  of  Ladies  nominated  by  various  organisations  in  the 
district  who  give  their  services  and.  attend  by  rota  at  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 
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There  are  two  Clinics,  one  situated  at  the  Methodist  School 
room,  George  Street,  Tyldesley,  and  the  other  at  the  Independent 
Methodist  Church,  Manchester  Hoad,  Astley,  and  weekly  sessions  are 
held  at  "both  Clinics,  I  again  most  strongly  urge  the  provision  of 
an  extra  clinic  at  Mosley  Common  to  minimise  the  inconvenience  of 
travel  to  the  mothers,  especially  in  inclement  weather. 

The  Clinics  continue  to  be  well  attended.  The  number  of 
children  attending  during  1945  was  3,568  at  Tyldesley  and  1,802  at 
Astley,  compared  with  4,069  and  1,942  respectively  the  previous  year. 
All  children  on  their  first  visit  to  the  Clinic  are  examined  by  the 
Medical  Officer. 

The  Health  Visitor  paid  1331  visits  to  children  under  1  year 
of  age,  compared  with  906  in  1944,  and  1,480  visits  to  children  between 
1  and  5  years,  as  against  1,258  the  previous  year. 

Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Capsules  and  national  Dried  Milk 
under  the  scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  were  distributed  from  the 
Child  Jclfare  Centres  and  the  Food  Office,  In  addition  to  a  supply  of 
proprietary  brands  of  Dried  Milk.  A  considerable  number  of  children 
receiving  the  above  from  the  Town  Hall  and  Food  Office,  do  not  attend 
the  Clinic,  particularly  due  to  obtaining  their  requirements  from  the 
Food  Office, 


0  range . 

Oil , 

Capsules  o 

national  Dried  Milk. 

Mosley  Common 

62 

90 

17 

Tyldesley  Clinic 

354 

78 

) 

Astley  Clinic 

1317 

230 

24 

Tom  Hall 

2504 

355 

60 

)  2835  tins. 

Food  Office 

7016 

856 

313 

) 

11816 

1609 

414 

2835  tins. 

Minor  Ailments. 

Minor  Ailments  are  treated  at  the  Clinic,  and  during  1945,  167 
children  were  treated. 

In  accordance  with  arrangements  made  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Lancashire  County  Council,  the  following  cases  were  referred  to 


the  School  Clinic  for  treatment.  These 

cases  included  :~ 

Dental  Treatment 

2 

Tonsils  &  Adenoids 

1 

Defective  Vision 

2 

Orthopaedic 

2 

Sunlight 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  many  cases  were  referred  direct  to 
Hospital  for  treatment,  and  advice. 

Stilly  Births. 

Fifteen  Still  Births  were  recorded  during  1945,  the  same  as  in 
the  previous  year.  This  gives  a  Still  Birth  Rate  of  43  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births.  Each  case  was  investigated  by  the  Health  Visitor, 
but  no  exceptional  circumstances  were  found. 

Inf anti le  Mort ali ty . 


Nineteen  deaths  were  reported  compared  with  18  during  1944. 
This  gives  a  rate  of  57  per  1,000  which  is  similar  to  that  in  1944. 

The  1945  rato  for  England  and  Vales  being  46  per  1,000.  A  summary  of 
these  deaths  is  detailed  hereunder  :~ 

Cause  of  death .  Age  s , 


Congenital  Malformation  Debility -etc 
B roncho  Pneumoni a , 

Prematurity. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

Lobar  Pneumonia. 

Asthma  Bronchitis. 

Gastro-enteriti s . 

Asphyxia. 


3  weeks,  23  hrs.  4  hrs.  1  week. 
7  months,  3  weeks,  5  months. 

"“I  day,  3  weeks ,  45  min.  3  hours 

1  day, 

5  months , 

5  months. 

2  month s . 

7  months,  3  months,  1  month. 

2  months. 


Twin, 

Tho  ages  of  deaths  are  summarised  below  :«* 


Up  to  one  day  4 
Between  1  ci  7  days  2 
Between  1  &  4  weeks  4 
Between  1  &  3  months  4 
Between  4  ft  6  months  3 
Over  6  months  2 


Births. 


344  (live  and  Still)  births  were  certified  for  1945  compared  with 
330  in  1944.  This  number  includes  84  bom  at  St.  Mary’s  and  27  at  the 
Leigh  Maternity  Plome.  The  majority  of  cases  admitted  to  St.  Mary’s  were 
referred  by  the  Council’s  Ante-Natal  Consultant  or  Private  Medical 
Practitioners  on  account  of  complications.  Many  of  the  cases  admitted 
to  Leigh  Maternity  Home  were  for  domestic  reasons  only. 
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Prcmaturo  Bi rths . 

In  accordance  with  Circular  20/44,  on  the  care  of  Premature 
Infants,  the  recommendations  and  instructions  contained  therein  have 
been  adopted,  and  a.  supely  of  Hot  Water  Bottles,  Mucus  Catheters, 
Electric  Heating  Pad,  Clinical  Thermometers  etc.  have  been  provided 
and  aro  available  for  use  upon  request  by  the  Medical  Practitioners 
and  Mid-wives  practising  in  the  area.  In  addition  special  cards  of 
instructions  are  sent  to  tho  paronts  whenever  the  birth  of  an  imder- 
weight  baby  is  notified. 

Anto-N atal  Clinic 

Dr  'b.  R.  Addis  R. C  ,o . G. ,  is  the  Ante  Natal  Consultant  and 
attends  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Tyldesley  each 
fortnight.  22  sessions  were  held  with  479  attendances  from  203 
expectant  mothers,  the  Health  Visitor  and  midwifes  attend  the  sessions 
and  render  assistance. 

I  consider  our  Anto  Natal  arrangements  compare  most  favourably 
to  other  authorities  and  I  am  pleased,  to  state  there  were  again  no 
maternal  deaths  during  tho  year. 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified. 
Care  of  Illegitimate  Children, 


Illegitimate  Children  are  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  cared 
for  by  their  own  mothers,  to  whom  advice  is  given  and  regular  visits 
made  by  the  Health  Visitor. 

Close  co-operation  is  observed  between  the  Health  Visitor  and 
the  representative  of  the  Leigh  &  District  Council  for  Moral  Welfare 
whose  activities  cover  this  area,  this  authority  being  represented. 

The  Council  make  an  annual  subscription  to  this  voluntary 
organisation. 

Day  Nurseries. 


A  day  nursery  under  the  control  of  the  County 
available  in  Atherton,  and  arrangements  are  available 
of  working  mothers  can  be  cared  for  during  the  day  at 
charge.  Part  of  the  cost  of  which  is  borne  by  this 


Council  is 
whereby  children 
a  reasonable 
autho ri ty. 


I NESC  TI 0  ITS  DI  SEASE . 

The  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  in  the  District  shows  no 
marked  change  apart  from  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  notified  cases 
of  Measles  and  especially  Diphtheria. 
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The  cases  notified  are  set  out  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Astley  Sanatorium  from  this 
Authority  was  69  compared  with  63  in  1944. 

Tube  rc ulosi s . 

The  arrangements  for  these  patients  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
is  situated  at  13,  Church  Street,  Lei  ah,  and  is  open  on  Wednesday 
and  Friday  mornings,  end  on  the  second  Thursday  evening  of  the  month. 
Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  medical  practitioners  and  the 
Tuberculosis  Department,  cases  being  regularly  referred  for  diagnosis. 
Stationed  at  the  dispensary  there  is  a  trained  whole-time  dispensary 
nurse,  wl io  visits  tuberculous  cases  at  home  and  gives  such  actual 
nursinr  and  dressing  as  may  be  required. 

The  cases  and  deo.ths  notified  were  as  follows 


1945 

1944 

Pulmonary  Hon -Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  N on - 

-Pulmonary 

M  F  Ivl  F 

M 

F  M 

F 

Hew  Cases 

2  2  2 

10 

9  1 

2 

Deaths 

6  4 

4  1 

2 

Diphtheria  Immuni sat ion. 

The  benefits  of  immunisation  are  reflected  in  the  few  number 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year,  this  decrease  provides 
a  sense  of  false  security  as  shown  by  the  slight  decrease  in  the  number 
of  children  submitted  for  immunisation. 

208  children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years  and  16  between 
6  and  14  years  of  age  were  completely  immunised  during  the  year,  in 
addition,  40  children  under  5  years  of  age  were  immunised  by  local 
medical  practitioners,  to  whom- material  is  supplied  free.  This 
makes  a  total  of  264  children  completely  immunised  in  all  age  groups. 

302  Birthday  Cards  were  sent  to  children  on  their  first 
birthday  and  pamphlets  are  given  to  parents  attending  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  especially  on  first  visit. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  consider  that  before  Diphtheria  can 
be  efficiently  controlled  75%  of  children  up  to  school  leaving  age 
require  to  be  immunised. 
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CLEANSING  OF  PERSONS. 

Since  the  closing  of  the  Scabies  Clinic  at  the  First  Aid  Post, 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Health  Department,  Leigh 
Corporation  to  treat  cases  at  their  own  Clinic  at  Stone  House,  Leigh, 
fares  of  infected  persons  being  paid. 

The  cases  are  referred  to  this  Department,  chiefly  by  General 
Practitioners  and  the  School  Clinic,  and  it  is  the  practice  wherever 
possible  to  treat  the  whole  of  the  family  at  the  same  time.  During 
the  year  53  cases  were  referred  to  the  Leigh  Clinic  for  treatment,  and 
126  separate  baths  were  given. 
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AMJJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  1945 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Office, 
Town  Hall, 

TYLDESLEY, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Tyldesley  Urban  District  Council, 

Gentlemen,  * 

.  I  have  to  again  draw  attention  to  the  shortage  of  inspectoral 
staff  which  is  preventing  a  return  to  full  peace  time  activities.  The 
Additional  Son  it ary  Inspector  was  released  from  the  Army  under  Class  B 
in  October, 

The  carrying  out  of  essential  repairs  to  houses  is  becoming 
more  and  more  urgent,  end  at  the  present  time  there  seems  to  be  little 
likelihood  of  full  scale  reconditioning  becoming  an.  accomplished  fact 
until  the  department  is  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
inspections.  There  is  also  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  labour  and 
materials  both  of  which  are  in  short  supply.  Despite  the  imposition 
of  the  £10  limit  on  unlicensed  building  reuairs,  it  is  still  difficult 
to  get  work  carried  out  in  some  trades,  whilst  some  materials  such  as 
slates  and  cast  iron  rainwater  goods  are  virtually  unobtainable. 

The  extent  of  overcrowding  had  reached  serious  proportions  in 
many  cases  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  reports  were  submitted  to  the 
Committee  upon  this  distressing  problem,  which  can  only  be  eased  by  the 
provision  of  additional  houses, 

•York  under  the  Milk  &  Dairies  Order  was  maintained  and  regular 
samples  taken.  The  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme  was  carried  out 
under  the  direction  of  the  County  Mar  Agricultural  Executive  Committee, 
This  scheme  although  admirable  in  many  respects  fails  in  that  its 
activities  are  not  co-ordinated  with  those  of  the  Local  Authority,  Al¬ 
though  information  is  readily  forthcoming  upon  results  of  bulk  sampling, 
information  regarding  individual  unsatisfactory  samples  is  withheld  on 
the  grounds  that  its  success  depends  upon  the  goodwill  of  the  producer. 

I  consider  that  better  and  more  permanent  results  would  be  obtained  if 
particulars  of  farms  producing  unsatisfactory  milk  were  transmitted  to 
Local  Authorities  for  their  attention. 

The  Council  were  recommended  to  make  grants  for  the  voluntary 
and  compulsory  conversion  of  privy  midden,  pail  and  v/ater  closets  under 
Section  47  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  The  grant  now  payable  for 
voluntary  conversion  of  pail  and  privy  closets  is  a  maximum  of  £9  and 
for  waste  water  closets  a  maximum  of  £8.  Work  under  this  head  was 
making  some  progress  towards  the  end  of  the  year  but  was  retarded  by  the 
shortage  of  labour  and  materials. 

The  other  activities  of  the  department  are  covered  in  the 
following  report  and  include  work  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction; 
Act,  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938. 
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■%  0(3 st  thanks  are  due  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
his  help  and  assistance,  also  to  other  Officials,  especially  the  Clerk 
to  whom  I  arc  indebted  for  his  never  failing  advice  given  on  the  many  ~ 
matters  referred  to  him.  '  ^ 


Yours  respectfully, 


THOMAS  C.  .  rARD  „ 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


August,  1946. 
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HOUSING  and  OVERC ROVvDI NG 


di fficu 
out  the 
the  vas 
of  the 
1936,  i 
of  the 
repai r 


The  completion  of  repair  work  under  this  head  has  been 
1  7  n^fot  on  account  of  reluctance  of  owners  to  carry 

,  "'/0 r  7  raul0r  on  ‘t]l0  inability  of  contractors  to  carry  out 

t  amount  of  work  that  requires  to  be  done.  The  early  resumption 
scheduling  Of  houses  under  Sections  11  and  25  of  the  Housing~Aot 
s  an  urgent  necessity  and  one  that  should  be  in  the  fore-front  ’ 
-ousing  programme.  Many  houses  are  incapable  of  satisfactory 
and  demolition  is  the  only  satisfactory  solution. 


avail  out  AXvN  fi5Ur0S  re£ardinS  overcrowding  are  unfortunately  not 
*  u  many  cases  that  are  known  from  rehousing  applications 
are  very  severe  and  are  mainly  concerned  with  two  or  more '  failles 
occupying  the  same  house.  hues 

.  ,  Duri“S  the  year,  several  families  were  found  to  be  living  in 
unsanitary  and  overcrowding  conditions  in  a  large  building,  formerly 

of  two'o^  theefamilioes°°nditi0nS  Wr®  ^edied  by  the  removal 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

aocredited^TAlV5  dairyJ.fams  ln  the  distriot>  5CTen  of  them  produce 
,  C1-nd  constant  supervision  is  exercised.  Much  progress 

fb,  AN  made.in  modernising  the  older  type  of  shippon,  but  there  iro  a 

.  c'  r®qpre  attention,  and  which  despite  constant  pressure  still 

throfh-d  wifne  thG  far  U°  shippons  T,ere  Provided  with  new  floors  and 
tnroe  had  walls  cement  rendered. 

^  During  the  year  74  samples  of  milk  were  taken  compared  with  97 
hereunder01*-  yGar°  ^  results  00mParGd  with  those  of  1944  are  given 


1944 

1945 


1944 

1945 


Examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 


Samples  taken 


52 

38 


Negative „ 


49 

36 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  &  B«  Coli 

Scampi es  taken  s a ti a f.-.  c to ry 

45 
36 


40 

23 


Positive . 
3 


Not 


■c.ti  ■■ 


tory 


5 

13 


BAKEHOUSES 


Twenty-three  inspections  of  bakehouses  were  carried  out. 

-  T?  bak®houses  are  regularly  whitewashed  but  where  necessary 

t.ie  attention  of  occupiers  was  drawn  to  the  provision  of  Section  13  of 


Most 


tne  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  regarding  cleanline; 


;s  of  walls  and  v/oodwork. 


-  3  ~ 


' 

. 

■' 


• 

■ 

' 


, 


»  $1  m<iimwan 

' 

v 


■ 


♦ 

> 

Most  of  the  bakehouses  in  the  town  now  have  gas  fired  ovens 
and  this  has  resulted  in  much  more  hygienic  conditions  than  when  solid 
fuel  was  used.  Improvements  were  carried  out  at  one  bakehouse  on  tho 
recommendation  of  this  department. 

ERADICATION  OF  THE  BED  BUG 

During  the  year  it  was  decided  to  supercede  the  use  of  HCN  gas 
for  infestations  due  to  bed  bugs  by  the  use  of  D.D.T.  This  now 
departure,  has,  up  to  the  present,  been  a  decided  success,  although  it 
is  too  early  yet  to  be  absolutely  ■  definite  that  D.D.T.  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  is  equal  to  HCN,  there  is  every  indication  that  it  is  so. 

Providing  the  spraying  is  carried  out  intelligently  and  conscientiously 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  infested  property  cannot  be  treated,  by  D.D.T.  at 
a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  using  IICN  gas  and  by  our  own  labour,  instead 
of  by  contractors,  with  just  as  beneficial  results. 

The  department  has,  as  usual,  been  called  upon  to  identify  many 
types  of  insects,  many  of  thorn  quite  harmless,  that  have  been  found 
infesting  dwelling  houses.  The  use  of  D.D.T.  and  Gammexane  has  also 
been  used  with  success  in  the  eradication  of  the  cockroach. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT. 

The  wartime  increase  in  backyard  poultry  keeping,  often  in 
unsatisfactory  buildings  and  situations,  has  provided  a  large  number  of 
complaints  of  rat  infestation.  Work  has  also  been  carried  out  at  local 
industrial  undertakings  upon  the  request  of  the  occupiers. 

There  is  widespread  dis~ satisfaction  with  the  administration  of 
The  Threshing  of  Ricks  Order  which  is  under  the  County  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee.  This  is  said  to  be  caused  by  lack  of  supervisory 
staff  and  the  difficulty  in  completely  encircling  with  wire  netting  the 
stack  being  threshed.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  due  to  the  complete 
disregard  by  many  farmers  and  threshing  contractors  to  take  any  pre¬ 
cautions  whatever  to  prevent  rats  and  mice  leaving  the  stack,  whilst 
threshing  is  in  progress. 

SMITART  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  following  inspections  end  visits  vrere  carried  out  during 
tho  yoar  ; - 


Cowsheds  and  dairies 

163. 

Bakehouses 

23. 

Facto  rios 

9. 

Butchers  shops 

46 . 

Offensive  trades 

17. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

4. 

Food  preparing  premises 

45. 

Infectious  diseases 

73. 

4  „ 
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514  houses  were  inspected  for  nuisances  and  housing  defects  and 
756  re~insoections  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  this  work. 

The  following  is  a  summarised  list  of  the  work  done  in  connection 
with  nuisances  and  housing  repairs  :~ 


Water  closets  192. 
Drains  '  72. 
Floors  67, 
Ceilings  115. 
Plastering  of  walls  127. 
Eavesputtors  and  downspouts  41. 
Roofs  192. 
External  walls  31. 
Windows  37. 
Sinks  10. 
Yard  surfaces  7. 
Dust  tins  344. 
N oxi  ous  ac  cumul ati  ons  5  - 
Verminous  infestations  19. 
Wa shhoilera  57. 
Animal s  kept  so  as  to  be 

a  nuisance  n. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION,  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE 

The  weekly  collection  of  dust  bins  from  every  house  in  the 
district,  as  carried  out  before  the  war,  has  not  yet  been  restorod 
owing  to  salvage  collections.  Approximately  one  third  of  the  torn 
is  provided  with  a  fomightly  collection,  which  at  the  moment  suffices 
very  well,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  coal.  It  is  however,  hoped  to 
have  weekly  collection  again  when  conditions  become  more  normal. 

Pail,  privy  closets  and  fish  offal  are  collected  and  disposed 
of  separately  from  dry  refuse,  which  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping.  The  tip  is  situated  upon  some  low  lying  ground  adjacent  to 
the  centre  of  the  town  and  by  careful  supervision  has  been  nuisance 
free  for  many  years  and  soon  will  provide  a  much  needed  open  space  in 
that  part  of  the  town .  Other  low  lying  lend  in  close  proximity  to 
the  existing  tip  would  form  an  ideal  spot  for  further  reclamation  'when 
the  present  tip  is  completed. 

The  salvage  receipts  at  £718  show  again  a  further  drop  from 
the  proceeding  year. 

The  weight  of  refuse  removed  is  estimated  at  5,700  tons.  Test 
weighings  are  made,  but  no  reliable  figures  are  available  owing  to  no 
weigh -bridge  being  available  adjacent  to  the  tip. 
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Tho  total  nett  cost  of  this  service  during  the  year  is  given 

^.°P'Aec  ^  on  D  i  sp  o  s  a  1 


1344 

1945 

1944 

1945 

Total  cost 

Cost  per  1,000 
Cost  per  1,000 
Cost  per  house 

population 

houses 

£2,275 

£159 

£514 

10/3 

£2,794 

£163 

£508 

10/2 

£584 

£34 

£110 

2/2 

£577 

£34 

£108 

2/2 

